The Summerland Band -

Original Australian Blues 'n Roots

Take a blend of age and experience; add a dash of percussion mastery, some bull fiddle physicality, top off with a raw New Age guitarist, a howlin' harp player, throw in four vocalists; a super fat and very warm rhythm section and blend to perfection! Savour your appetite with some very original material that has its own swamp and roots feel and you have a very unique Australian musical experience that is knocking them dead at festivals across the country!

The result is the truly amazing Summerland Band - a cocktail of acoustic and electric music that covers over a century of the Masters, from Robert Johnston to Albert King - passing BB and Johnny Lee, Willie Dixon, the Walters, Stevie Ray to name but a few - an eclectic mix of styles, instruments and entertainment wrapped up in one talented outfit!

At no stage are you presented with straight covers as such, Summerland deliver their own style and feel that is built around their exceptional rhythm section - Doug "Snoup" Marsden on percussion, Mark Nightingale on bull fiddle as well as the indelible John "JD" Doyle on guitar.

Up front on lead guitar is Alex "Albert" McKean - a magnificent guitarist with unbelievable passion and raw emotion. He is blessed with the ability to switch through licks and rhythms that seem to blend from nowhere; one minute a touch of Robin Ford, a glimpse of Stevie Ray or BB or Albert King - pure guitar mastery.

The howlin' in this outfit is down to Ian "Half Watt" Wilks on harmonica and tenor banjo; some very old country feels, some hard edged harp that is very new.
An “Old Style” Band With A Rhythm Section

The Summerland Band grooves are directly attributed to the outfits unbelievable rhythms. In this outfit Snoup has the opportunity to play a great deal of acoustic material - his brushwork in the jazz idiom is second to none.

Summerland's strong rhythm section allows each feature voice or instrument a magnificent musical bed to work with. A fantastic example of mastery and ability across a wide variety of musical styles.

Australian Blues 'n Roots - unplugged

Few bands have the versatility to cross back to the birth place of their chosen music! Summerland has options galore as the band members are multi skilled in their instruments of choice.

Alex McKean slips on his ancient Wayne wooden dobro and manages to squeeze many styles from this old Australian guitar, sliding from the legendry Robert Johnston to unbelievable tones of Jimie Hendrix - all delivered at less than talking volume!

To compliment the acoustic nature of the entertainment Mark Nightingale settles behind his bull fiddle, and together with Doug Marsden on brushes and JD on rhythm guitar takes you back to an era that is almost forgotten today.

Summerland also has some vintage tenor banjo sounds that evoke the long gone days of river boats and gambling halls from early last century. When was the last time you heard St Louis Blues struck up as a two step?

Summerland have a magic blend of sounds. The driving rhythm of acoustic double bass has no equal in the blues and roots idiom.

The bed of rhythm that the boys lay beneath each track is rich and full. This allows the lead instruments to weave their mastery in a very unique blend that is so original and clearly distinct.

Many of the really complex rhythm segments are extremely simple for each instrument. It is the timing and counter point of each layer that really provides such incredible tonal character to the composition.

There is only one band that has this incredible sound in this century! The Summerland Band - Australian rhythm, roots and blues at its absolute best!
The "Wayne" Australian Dobro

Alex received this acoustic guitar as a gift from Johnny Anderson, a Sunshine Coast slide player who inspired many local musicians early in the seventies. The sound is old wood, the tone is warm and the shades of music is haunting.

Alex became intrigued by blues and jazz when he was a high school student. He used to slip into the Woombye Blues Club on the jam nights and groove along with his mates who formed an incredible young outfit called the "First Offenders!".

His undoubted talent even as a younger player was undeniable. Over the years he and Ian Wilks have managed to stay in contact and jam whenever the opportunity arose.

When Alex graduated the guys got together and decided to do something a little more formal!

The result is the amazing Summerland Band - as at home at acoustic in an intimate environment or full on electric on a big stage at a National Festival. The energy is fantastic - it is clear that these guys simply can't get enough!

Mark Nightingale

Mark keeps the engine room locked down with perhaps the most physical of all instruments, the double bass. Some players seem fixed to the spot; but our main man swings on his bass and literally rocks the stage!

Mark had been an associate of Ian's for many years. His personality and passion for sick humour gave him an instant pass port to the band!

Mark has been associated with the music industry for decades; he was a very solid member of the Folk tradition in the early years of the movement here in Queensland. He has been known to croon a tune or two and seems very happy with a violin under his chin as well. He shares the same vision and love of the genre as the other band members. His quick whit and keen humor keeps the band on their toes!
John "JD" Doyle

The musician's consummate rhythm guitarist, who has a vocal range that works across a huge variety of material. JD is well known for his passion for raging party tunes, there simply aren't many numbers that he can't pull out of the hat when required!

JD's good nature and solid reliability reflect his musical ability. He is ever present in the rhythm section, vamping here, holding the riff there; but always present and in great taste.

In these times of three piece bands, the Summerland Band goes against all the trends as a five piece outfit with a three piece rhythm section! The luxury of the rhythm guitarist allows the arrangements flexibility that simply isn't possible any other way!

Doug "Snoup" Marsden

Snoup is our anchor man in the rhythm section; he has been behind a kit for most of his life having come up through the old Woombye Blues Club ranks all those years ago.

Snoup's style is very clean, he sits extremely comfortably with Mr T and JD - he virtually slipped into the rhythm section instantly. The engine room of the Summerland Band has incredible options open to them as the three instruments allow for layering of the groove; the exact method that all the very old time Blues Masters used in their larger outfits.

Snoop has managed to master this style of rhythm and is revelling in it; we're still trying to get his vocal chords working though!

Ian "Half Watt" Wilks

Ian's passion for performance is evident, powerful vocals, haunting harmonica and steady old time tenor banjo. He has been associated with the Queensland Blues community since the late seventies playing in many diverse lineups that covered early acoustic jazz and blues through to hard edged electric blues.

The Summerland Band has enabled Ian to have all his music styles wrapped into one outfit - steady country folk from early last century through to the magic that was the sixties and seventies when the American masters were finally recognised in Europe and Australia.

The realisation of the cross over from American blues to the jazz and popular music genres bought a whole new light to the music that we have all grown up to love.

Ian's passion is performing the greats with a style that is definitely his own. It must be added that he is also an Albert King advocate, a fact that he shares equally with all the other members of Summerland. His influences include The Walters', Howlin' Wolf and Captain Beefheart and Frank Zappa.
